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On Aug. 5, Senate Democrats offered a revised version of an earlier contra aid package rejected
by the Reagan administration and Senate Republicans earlier in the week. The package has been
introduced as an amendment to a pending military spending bill. The revised plan would provide
$27 million for food, clothing, shelter and medical supplies, and permit release of $16.3 million in
military aid previously approved by Congress but blocked from delivery when the House voted an
end to such aid last February. The arms and ammunition could be made available only if Reagan
requested their release and certified that the Nicaraguan government had caused "an emergency
situation in Central America having a critical impact on the peace and stability of the region."
Reagan would have to present Congress with "substantial evidence" of Nicaraguan misconduct,
specifically an unprovoked military attack, "blatant" violations of regional peace accords and
continued "unacceptable" levels of military assistance received from Soviet-bloc countries,
including Cuba. Democratic and Republican leaders had been negotiating on a contra aid package,
hoping to reach agreement on procedures that would ensure a speedy vote on future military aid
in the event of an unprovoked attack on the contras by the Nicaraguan government. Democrats
insisted that any such vote must first occur in the House. Republicans sought assurances that House
Speaker Jim Wright would not obstruct the vote. Wright reportedly telephoned Republican leaders
on Aug. 5 to provide those assurances. Republican leaders had hoped to avoid having a contra
aid packaged attached to the $299.5 billion military spending bill for fiscal 1989, choosing instead
to include it a supplementary military appropriations bill. Reagan vetoed the former on Aug. 2.
Republicans were concerned that approval of contra aid would be delayed until the end of the
congressional session, if attached to the FY 1989 bill, and thus engulfed in a larger congressional
struggle over military policy. Since the Senate Democrats are reportedly united on the revised plan,
the Republicans have little bargaining leverage. Democrats control 54 seats in the Senate. As of Aug.
9, the Republicans still intended to offer their own contra aid package, but it was expected to fail
during a vote on Aug. 10. (Basic data from New York Times, 08/06/88, 08/10/88)
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